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This week we continue our Advent series from Psalm 22.  It has been called “The Psalm of the Cross” because of its vivid description of crucifixion.  

We saw last week how the Gospel writers not only referred to it but quoted from it as they described Jesus’ crucifixion; and how, hanging from the cross, Jesus quoted its first verse, “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?” and then later its final verse, “It is finished.”  Truly, Jesus was born the Lamb who was to suffer.
We also saw that the Book of Hebrews draws from the next section of the psalm, the section before us today, equating the Psalmist’s voice with Jesus’ voice.  It teaches Jesus was born as well our brother to lead us.  Let’s read the text.

22 I will declare your name to my brothers; in the congregation I will praise you. 

23 You who fear the LORD, praise him!  All you descendants of Jacob, honor him!  Revere him, all you descendants of Israel! 

24 For he has not despised or disdained the suffering of the afflicted one; he has not hidden his face from him but has listened to his cry for help. 

25 From you comes the theme of my praise in the great assembly; before those who fear you [e] will I fulfill my vows. 

26 The poor will eat and be satisfied; they who seek the LORD will praise him— may your hearts live forever!  (NIV)
After Jesus rose from the dead, he immediately adopted a new term for his disciples.  In the early church it became the most frequent term of reference Christians used for each other.  The term is brothers.


In Matthew 28:10 Jesus told the women, "Do not be afraid. Go and tell my brothers to go to Galilee; there they will see me."

John records Jesus telling Mary Magdalene (20:17), "Do not hold on to me, for I have not yet returned to the Father. Go instead to my brothers and tell them, 'I am returning to my Father and your Father, to my God and your God.' "


He went on to assure his brothers, he would always be with them, that he would use his authority in their behalf.  And He gave them the Holy Spirit so they would know God as he knows God, as His father.  
What the New Testament expounds in detail, our Psalm prophesied.  When Jesus’ suffering was completed, when he had made atonement for our sin, his relationship to us as His people had only begun.  To describe it he used the term “brothers.”

Jesus who was born the Lamb to suffer for us, was born as well our brother to lead us.  
Brother?  “Lord” we should expect.  Why “brother”?

This past week I received an e-mail from Rob and Rachel Turner in Balekesir.  Because of the negative publicity the church has received, the landlord who rented them a church office has told them they must leave by month’s end.  By any measure this is a setback, a big disappointment.
Still, Rob and Rachel wrote, “Perhaps the Lord will lead us to a more suitable place.  Perhaps the lawyer will have a change of heart.  Perhaps the Lord has plans for us as a house church.  We'll see. We do know the Lord saw this coming and He's not sweating it.  We're thankful for this.  We're really praying that as a church we'll move forward in even greater determination, peace and joy.”
How could they have this attitude?  What do you do with the disappointments and setbacks you have?  It really depends, doesn’t it, on what you believe about Christ.

Rob and Rachel are absolutely persuaded of Jesus’ solidarity with them, that they have his ear, that He is with them, that they can count on Him, that they can turn to him for comfort as well as help, that they can be honest with him about discouragement.
All these assurances wrapped up in the term Jesus uses to describe them -- brothers.  
Jesus himself taught as much when Mary and his brothers were outside the home where he was teaching one day.  They relayed a message inside for him to come out to them, to drop what he was doing, and give them his attention.  
Everyone expected him to do that.  Family takes precedence.  One’s first commitment is to family, not to followers or friends.
Jesus’ response is recorded in Matthew 12:48-49:  “Who is my mother, and who are my brothers?”  Pointing to his disciples, he said, “Here are my mother and my brothers.  For whoever does the will of my Father in heaven is my brother and sister and mother.”
Here is solidarity.  Here we see Jesus’ determination to dwell with among his disciples as with his family.
And so also in Psalm 22 we read, “I will declare your name to my brothers; in the congregation I will praise you.  In the LXX, the Jew’s Greek translation of the Old Testament, congregation is translated by the term we know as “church”.  
Here are three certainties that follow from the solidarity Jesus claims with us.  He identifies with us.  He understands completely the temptations we face, the fears we have, the weaknesses we live with, and the impact of suffering, grief and adversity.  He knows how to draw near, to be present with us, and He is.  

Further he accepts as his own.  As far as He is concerned, we are his family, and nothing can change that.  That means his love, his mercy, his understanding, his sympathy do not change.

Finally he is committed to us, to lead us into all God’s truth and glory as he himself has come to know it through His own suffering.  
In Hebrews 2: 10-12 all three of these aspects of Jesus’ solidarity with us – his identification with us, his acceptance of us, His commitment to lead us into glory -- are linked to Psalm 22:12:
“In bringing many sons to glory, it was fitting that God, for whom and through whom everything exists, should make the author of their salvation perfect through suffering.  Both the one who makes men holy and those who are made holy are of the same family.  So Jesus is not ashamed to call them brothers.  He says, ‘I will declare your name to my brothers; in the presence of the congregation I will sing your praises.’”

For Jesus to call us brothers implies all these things.  Neither Hebrews nor Psalm 22 explicitly calls Jesus our brother, but rather he calls us brothers.  Hebrews does call him author of our salvation, a term that could also be translated pioneer or prince.

It is derived from two words, the verb “to lead” and the adjective for “chief” or foremost.  This is the term used of Gabriel when described as the “arch” angel.  He is the chief among angels.  He goes before the rest.  He leads them.
We often read of the loyalty of soldiers to their generals or subjects to their king.  But what inspires their loyalty is loyalty more fundamental still – the loyalty of the general to his troops, or the king to his subjects.   
The archleader will not have others do what he himself has not done, or go where he has not first gone, or endure what he has not first endured, or suffer what he has not first suffered.

He is the first to battle, to suffer, to sacrifice -- the first in loyalty.
The premise for Jesus calling us his brothers in verses 22-26 is his having suffered for us in verses 1-21.  Otherwise “brothers” would be little more than a term of endearment.  As it is, He is our head, our leader.  He became like us in all things yet without sin, to become one with us, to suffer for us, in order to lead us into salvation.

Jesus is often referred to as our covenant head.  He assumed to himself the role of our representative and advocate before God.  Through his blood he is the mediator of the Covenant, the saving relationship between ourselves and Him.

As a result, God’s love for his Son is his love for us.  His devotion to his Son is his devotion to us.  His deliverance of his Son from death is his deliverance of us from death.
This is why Christ leads us to love and trust, to worship and praise the Father just as he himself does.  Because God’s favor toward us is as great as His favor toward to His son.
Note with me the progression of this psalm.

Verse 22.  The pronoun is “I”. Jesus refers to himself as he speaks to the Father.  “I will declare your name to my brothers; in the congregation I will praise you.

Verse 23.  The pronoun shifts to “you”.  Jesus refers to his brothers as he exhorts threefold to follow his example.  “You who fear the Lord, praise him!  All you descendants of Jacob, honor him!  Revere him, all you descendants of Israel!
Verse 24.  The pronoun shifts once more to “he”, referring to God our Father.  Jesus extols the reason we are to praise God. “For he has not despised or disdained the suffering of the afflicted one; he has not hidden his face from him but has listened to his cry for help.”
Why Jesus’ generic reference to “the afflicted one”?  Why not apply it personally.  Why not say, “For he has not despised or disdained my suffering as an afflicted one; he has not hidden his face from me but has listened to my cry for help?”  It is true.  Yes, but that was not the point Jesus was emphasizing.  

Rather, Jesus was assuring his brothers, that the Father’s faithfulness to him is a perfect reflection of His faithfulness to us, that his own triumph over death by God’s hand, is the ironclad guarantee of our own.  So that we have every bit as much reason to praise and worship God as Jesus Himself.
Verse 25.  Jesus confirms this.  The pronoun shifts back to “my” and “I” referring to Jesus.  “From you comes the theme of my praise in the great assembly; before those who fear you will I fulfill my vows.”
We just heard his theme in verse 24.  “For he has not despised or disdained the suffering of the afflicted one...”

So what are the vows he made?  If they follow the classic understanding of vows throughout the psalms, they are promises made in the midst of distress.  In essence they take this form.  “I will memorialize your delivering me by...”  
So what might Jesus have vowed from the Cross?  Surely the answer has to do with leading his people to see and know His Father’s glory, of declaring his goodness to them and expanding their number.  
Jesus, whom God saved from death to save us from death, whom God raised in glory to bring us to glory, will save us and will bring us to glory along with a numberless multitude.
Verse 26.  Jesus expresses what he vowed in the metaphor of a feast, fullness of joy, complete satisfaction.  “The poor will eat and be satisfied; they who seek the Lord will praise him – may your hearts live forever!”  
The metaphor of the feast we find often in the New Testament.  
53Jesus said to them, "I tell you the truth, unless you eat the flesh of the Son of Man and drink his blood, you have no life in you. 54Whoever eats my flesh and drinks my blood has eternal life, and I will raise him up at the last day. 55For my flesh is real food and my blood is real drink. 56Whoever eats my flesh and drinks my blood remains in me, and I in him. 57Just as the living Father sent me and I live because of the Father, so the one who feeds on me will live because of me.

Because Jesus calls you his brother, know for certain you shall always have reason to praise God, to anticipate joy no matter what you face in the present.  This is true whether you are in Baleksir or in Silver Spring, whether you are in the prime of health or you find yourself confined to rest, whether your future is open before you like a bright and shining dawn or obscure and uncertain.
This was Mary’s response as she learned that she, a unmarried virgin, had conceived a child by the Holy Spirit.  “He has lifted up the humble.  He has filled the hungry with good things.  (Luke 1: 52-53)
In the same way, Zechariah responded to the coming of the Savior, “He has raised up a horn of salvation for us in the house of David...to enable us to serve him without fear in holiness and righteousness before him all our days.” (1:69,74-75)
In this hope and in this faith, we find our life and strength and peace.  It is where Christ himself is leading you. 
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