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(The text of this sermon may be used without first obtaining my permission.  I do ask, however, that if you use any portion of the message for teaching or preaching preparations, that you would e-mail me a brief note to say you are making use of it.  This would be a courtesy and help to me personally.  You will note that in some sermons sections are bracketed between two sets of three asterisks (***).  The purpose is to delineate material that I did not preach, but that is integral to understanding the theology or exegesis of what was preached.  My e-mail address is revyoung@comcast.net  – Rev. Curt Young)

I Kings 3 records the amazing transformation that occurred in Solomon, for which he is best known.  Mention the name “Solomon”, and people immediately think of wisdom.

The gift of wisdom God gave this new king served to establish the monarchy over Israel.  All the people, regardless of whether they were of the tribe of Judah, Joseph or some other were in awe of their king.  
Solomon wrote 3,000 proverbs – our book of Proverbs has about one third that number -- and 1,005 songs.  Just three of our 150 psalms (72, 127, 128) are attributed to him.  Solomon studied, categorized and taught about the plants and animals of his region.  He led the nation in music, science, wisdom and justice. (I Kings 4:32 ff).  
Solomon’s transformation was of God.  It came in answer to prayer.  It involved more than gaining wisdom.  It involved exchanging one kind of wisdom for another, and that meant a tremendous change of heart.  Receiving God’s wisdom and walking in it always involves a profound spiritual transformation.
Centuries later James (3) would write about the two kinds of wisdom, the one earthly, unspiritual, devilish, shaped by selfish ambition so that evil of all kinds is practiced and rationalized.  Solomon was moving in that wisdom in chapter 2 and probably in the first verses of our chapter as we will see.  
The other wisdom James would call describe as being of heaven, pure, peace-loving, considerate, impartial, sincere, producing a harvest of righteousness.  Solomon asked for help.  God gave him wisdom.
Solomon was ministering before the Lord in Gibeon, obviously seeking God’s favor.  Why Gibeon?  II Chronicles 1:5-6 tells us Gibeon was the location of the tabernacle of Moses.  The tent of meeting was there and the bronze altar.
READ VSS 1-15...PRAY

Solomon had come to Gibeon burdened.  The weight of his responsibility for the kingdom was now on his shoulders.  

We get a hint into what he was feeling in vs. 7 when in responding to the Lord’s invitation, he confessed, "Now, O LORD my God, you have made your servant king in place of my father David. But I am only a little child and do not know how to carry out my duties.”
Solomon was now expected to fill David’s shoes, and follow in the footsteps of the likes Samuel, Joshua, Moses, and Abraham.
What’s more the nation was continuing to grow and expand.  The challenges and dangers of leadership were expanding with it. 
Wouldn’t you feel inadequate?  I think it clear that is exactly how Solomon was feeling.  Perhaps all the more because of what had just taken place.
Solomon had just married the daughter of the Pharaoh of Egypt for the sake of an alliance.  Having secured his throne with blood in chapter two he now sought to secure its future through a marriage alliance with Pharaoh, an action forbidden in Deuteronomy 7.
This foreshadowed the ruin of Solomon.  Pharaoh was synonymous with a ruthless oppressor.  Linking up with Pharaoh was tantamount to returning to Egypt.  In fact, his alliance was no advantage to Solomon, but proved to be a thorn in the flesh.
Let me tell you about this Pharaoh.  You get an idea about a person from the kinds of gifts they give.  In I Kings 9:16, he attacked, captured, burned and slaughtered the Canaanite town of Gezer.  Why?  As his wedding gift to his daughter.  
In I Kings 11:17 ff., he took an Edomite man into his home.  He even had him marry his wife’s sister.  Who was he?  Hadad, Israel’s most implacable foe.
Also in I Kings 11:40, after Jeroboam rebelled against Solomon, he was forced to flee.  Where?  To the shelter of the king of Egypt.  An ally who makes a habit of sheltering your enemies is not an ally.
In I Kings 14: 25-26, Jerusalem was attacked and pillaged.  All the gold and other treasure of the temple was taken.  Who did this?  The king of Egypt.
Let me stress.  None of these evils came to pass until Solomon turned from the Lord, until seed of defection in chapter 3 came to fruition in chapter 11.  As long as he turned to the Lord, the Lord helped him so he prospered.
When Solomon was born, the prophet Nathan had given him the special name, Jedidaiah, which means “loved by God”.  Solomon must have known his coming to the throne was the sign of God’s love.  As God’s favor had brought him there, he was as a young man humble enough to know he needed God’s favor to continue.
So the Lord said to him in dream, “Ask for whatever you want me to give you.”
Solomon responded in vs. 9:  “So give your servant a discerning heart to govern your people and to distinguish between right and wrong.”

A discerning heart is literally a listening heart, a heart that sees beyond appearances, a heart that not only grasps what is obvious but what is hidden, causes as well as effects.  

In Proverbs 20:5, Solomon would write, “The purposes of a man’s heart are deep waters, but a man of (lit.) listening draws them out.”  This wisdom comes from God.  It is God’s own wisdom. (I Sam. 16:7)
The Lord was pleased.  Solomon had not asked for desires fueled by earthly wisdom – wealth, power and revenge.  He had asked for God to make him a spiritual man, a man whose heart could hear and embrace God’s wisdom.

This reminds me of Moses’ request when he was invited to make it (Ex. 33:13):  “If you are pleased with me, teach me your ways so I may know you and continue to find favor with you.”
Or I think of David confessing, “This is what I ask of the Lord, this is what I seek: that I may dwell in the house of the Lord all the days of my life, to gaze upon the beauty of the Lord and to seek him in his temple.”  (Psalm 27:4)

If the Lord appeared to you at night and asked, “What do you want?,” what would you ask for?  That really depends, doesn’t it, on what is in your heart, on what you most desire?  
That is pretty obvious.  So, would you ask to be a better man, or woman?  Would you ask to be a more honorable and just person?  Would you redress what you know to be your shortcomings.

When we ask for what we want, we are asking for something we do not have, but I suspect that it is uncommon at that point to think about our shortcomings, or ways we might be more useful to the Lord.
James wrote (1:5), “If any of you lacks wisdom, he should ask God, who gives generously to all without finding fault, and it will be given to him.”  Solomon is an example for us in what to ask for.

What is more, he is our example in what to expect.  The Lord gave him wisdom plus those things that tempt us to reject God’s wisdom.  I am talking about practical things, the fulfillment of legitimate desires in this life.  
Wealth, honor, and a long life are not evil, but rejecting and turning from the Lord to gain them is.

Solomon is the example of what we are to seek and what we are to expect was in our Lord’s mind as he taught the Sermon on the Mount.
And so, Jesus taught, “Do not worry about your life, what you will eat or what you will drink; nor about your body, what you will put on.  Isn’t life more than food or your body than clothing...Why do you worry about clothing?  Consider the lilies of the field, how they grow; they neither toil nor spin; and yet I say to you that even Solomon in all his splendor was not clothed like one of these...O you of little faith...For all these things the pagans seek...Your heavenly Father known you need all these things.  But seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all these things shall be added to you.”
This is exactly what Solomon did, and what Solomon experienced.

In what I am about to say, please do not think I am preaching at you.  Like you, I need to be reminded of these things.  Worry accomplishes nothing.  The more we worry the more desperate we become to escape from worry, yet the stronger its grip becomes.  And that desperation leads people to make the most reckless decisions of their lives and compromises they would not dream of making -- Worry over money or career, anxiety over finding the one; or being accepted, or recognized, or secure.

Far better to make it your aim turn to God for His kingdom to come and will be to done in the midst of whatever you face, than to escape from worry.  When I speak of seeking God’s reign and will, I mean, beginning with ourselves.  “Lord, make me a better person, a more useful person to you.”  In the end you will be, and you will not be deprived.

Then there is the rest of the chapter.  May I recount rather than read the story.  Two prostitutes came before Solomon with one newborn.  They were housemates.  Each had just given birth to a child, but one of the women had accidentally smothered her son as she slept.  That left just one infant.  She took him from the other mother.
Now they both claimed to be the rightful mother, and they both accused the other of being the kidnapper, and there were no eyewitnesses and no evidence one way or the other.  How do you decide that?
Solomon determined to draw those deep purposes to the surface of the women’s hearts.  They behaved identically, but one was motivated by envy, the other by love for her son.

So Solomon called for a sword and ordered the infant be divided between them.  Verse 26 literally says the true mother was filled with “wombliness”, the most powerful of compassion and said, “Please, my lord, give her the living baby!  Don’t kill him.”
You see what that meant.  The other woman had won except that in her envy she had not heard, “Neither I nor you shall have him.  Cut him in two!”
Why this example?  There must have been many others that could have been chosen.  Here we have two women, both of whom prostituted themselves.  Each claims the living child.  Only one is entitled.  Though it looks as if he is about to kill him, Solomon’s use of the sword serves to preserve the child for his mother.

The wisdom God gave Solomon was his own.  The justice Solomon exercised foreshadowed God’s own dealings with corrupt Israel and corrupt Judah, both of which are compared with prostitutes in the prophets.  
Remember, the content of Kings is historic.  The meaning of events is prophetic.  Not only is the whole understood in terms of its parts as your would expect from history, but its parts are understood in terms of its whole, as you would expect from prophecy.  
It also is true that, as you recalls, that the purpose of Kings = messianic.  Its content is history, its message is prophetic, & its purpose is messianic.

Just as the living child was preserved for the woman to whom the child was due, by the wisdom God gave Solomon, so the Lord was  preserving His messianic promise to Judah to whom that seed = due.

How?  This story is not about what happened to the baby.  It = about what happened to Solomon.  The story concludes emphatically, “When all Israel heard the verdict the king had given, they held the king in awe, because they saw that he had wisdom from God to administer justice.” (3:26)  

The monarchy was established, and for the next 350 years would be preserved, not in spite of, but through the use of God’s sword, His justice exercised with perfect wisdom.  In the fullness of the time, God would use the sword raised against His own Son, to  establish His Kingdom – His power being far greater than Solomon’s, to restore the living, but rather, to raise the dead.

This morning we stand with the Apostles on the foundation laid by the prophets.  We confess with them:  “Christ Jesus has become for us wisdom from God – that is, our righteousness holiness & redemption.  Therefore, as it is written:  ‘Let him who boasts boast in the Lord.’”  (I Cor. 2: 30-31)

Jesus would observe at one point, referring to the Queen of Sheba, whom we will meet shortly in I Kings:  “The Queen of the South came from the ends of the earth to listen to Solomon’s wisdom.  Now one far greater than Solomon has come.” (Matthew 12:42)

If the entire nation of Israel stood in awe of Solomon their king and the world flocked to his table, how much more eagerly shall we rejoice in Christ and seek the feast he prepares for us, and His words of eternal life!
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