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The text of this sermon may be used without first obtaining my permission.  I do ask, however, that if you use any portion of the message for teaching or preaching preparations, that you would e-mail me a brief note to say you are making use of it.  This would be a courtesy and help to me personally.  You will note that in some sermons sections are bracketed between two sets of three asterisks (***).  The purpose is to delineate material that I did not preach, but that is integral to understanding the theology or exegesis of what was preached.  My e-mail address is revyoung@comcast.net  – Rev. Curt Young)

This morning, some of the children are joining me to read the Scripture.  I would like to begin by reading Acts 3: 11-16, and then will be their turn.  As we read these 16 verses, keep a count of how many of these verses refer to something in the Old Testament, and when I begin to preach, we’ll look at that…

…In how many verses did you hear Peter make reference to the Old Testament – 1, 3, 6?  I count 11.  

Like his first sermon at Pentecost, Peter is determined to proclaim that Jesus is the Christ, the Savior.  As with his first sermon, he underscored two primary evidences.  First was Jesus’ resurrection – (vs. 15) “You killed the author of life, but God raised him from the dead.”  Second was what we know as the Old Testament – (vs. 18) “But this is how God fulfilled what he had foretold through all the prophets, saying that his Christ would suffer.”

Here’s something that may surprise you. Of these two evidences, Peter spends more attention to the Old Testament than to the resurrection!   
When it comes to the prophets, Peter is lit up.  At Pentecost he focused on the psalms, here on Moses and the prophets.  Peter preaches the Old Testament as a compelling witness to Jesus as the Christ.
I do mean a witness, an ongoing living witness to Jesus -- as firm and reliable as the resurrection.  
Some weeks after this sermon, he would again proclaim Christ to a Roman centurion, named Cornelius, and his household.  He will say, “All the prophets testify (or “witness” in the present tense) about him that everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness of sins through his name."  (Acts 10:43)

Did you hear him say, “All the prophets…”?  He used the same phrase repeatedly in our verses, in verse 18 which I’ve already quoted, and in verse 24:  “Indeed all the prophets from Samuel on, as many as have spoken, have foretold these days.” (24)
On this Jesus agreed when he said,  “And the Father who sent me has himself testified concerning me…You diligently study the scriptures because you think that by them you possess eternal life.  These are the Scriptures that testify about me, yet you refuse to come to me to have life.”  (John 5:37a. 39-40)

There is nothing tentative about Peter’s use of the Old Testament.  He doesn’t draw from obscure passages.  Rather, Peter assumes an overarching unity to the entire Old Testament.  That unity lies in its prophetic witness concerning the Christ.  And Jesus is its fulfillment.
When you see such a high level of understanding in Peter’s use of the Old Testament, it really serves to rebuke the characterization of the early church’s message as primitive.  That is the last way to describe the preaching of men taught directly by Jesus himself.  

Luke leaves us in no doubt that it was from Jesus that the apostles came to this understanding.  Luke records that after he rose, Jesus rebuked the two disciples on the road to Emmaus.  He rebuked them for doubting reports that he had risen, with these words:  
“He said to them, ‘How foolish you are, and how slow of heart to believe all that the prophets have spoken!’…And beginning with Moses and all the Prophets, he explained to them what was said in all the Scriptures concerning himself.”  (Luke 24:25-27)

Later that same night, Jesus stood among the apostles and told them, “‘This is what I told you while I was still with you:  Everything must be fulfilled that is written about me in the Law of Moses, the Prophets and the Psalms.’  Then he opened their minds, so they could understand the Scriptures.”  (Luke 24:44-45)
What understanding was this?  The understanding Peter showed in his early sermons in Acts, from the outset of his ministry.
The Old Testament is far more than a compilation of people’s religious writings, or a record of people’s religious experiences, or a testimony of their faith.
The Old Testament is revelation from God.  It was written by prophets he inspired to make him known.  This revelation, given over centuries, is comprised of three layers, strata upon strata upon strata.  They are not independent but interdependent.  Each builds on what has preceded and revealing still more.

God has given this revelation in order to choose a people through whom to convey his promise of salvation to the world.  

The first layer of revelation involved Abraham and the patriarchs.  When it was physically impossible for Abraham and Sarah to conceive at all, God made the most extravagant promise.  Peter quoted in verses 25, “He said to Abraham, 'Through your offspring all peoples on earth will be blessed.'”  
The second layer of revelation involved Moses and the law.  As this great prophet drew near the end of his life, marked by so much rebellion and heartache from the Children of Israel, when the time approached for his voice to fall silent, God again made the most extravagant promise.  
Peter quotes it in verse 22:  “The Lord your God will raise up for you a prophet like me from among your own people; you must listen to everything he tells you. Anyone who does not listen to him will be completely cut off from among his people.”  This was so totally undeserved.
The third layer of revelation involved the rise of the monarchy in Israel.  The revelation came by a succession of prophets, beginning with Samuel.  Peter singles this out in verse 24:  “All the prophets from Samuel on, as many as have spoken, have foretold these days.
The promise given then was the most extravagant of all:  A son of David far greater than David, an anointed king, or messiah, above all kings through whom God would directly intervene in the world, and establish his Kingdom forever.  The more the monarchy deteriorated and the kings became corrupt, the more the promise was underscored and elaborated.  This Spirit-anointed king was further promised to be the Servant of the Lord (a term Peter uses twice in our verses), and the true Shepherd of God’s people, who would redeem God’s people.
If you asked if there is any relation between the promise of the descendant for Abraham who would be far greater than Abraham, and the prophet after Moses who would be far greater than Moses, and the king born of David’s line who would be far greater than David, the Servant-Redeemer, the answer is, “Yes!”  

Through each successive layer of revelation, to each generation to whom that revelation was given, God gave the same messianic hope.  He confirmed it to each one with a promise cast in terms of the period and its greatest spiritual challenge.  I mean the thing most on the minds of those to whom the promise came.

For Abraham, it was a son, for Moses a prophet, for David a king.  But it was till the same promise, restated in terms that connected with the lives of those who received it.

If you ask me if there is any relation between God ordering Abraham to sacrifice his son only to cause him to live, or His making it clear to Moses that the prophet greater than himself will be meet with rejection and yet be vindicated, or that the David’s greater son will be crushed only to rise, the answer again, is, “Yes!”   

The son sacrificed yet spared, the prophet rejected yet vindicated, the King crushed yet exalted each pointed to Christ.  Through his atoning death on the cross, crucified by sinful men, yet raised, he is their fulfillment.
Here is the overarching unity to the prophetic Scripture.  As Jesus put it, “They bear witness of me.”  

Peter underscores this unity of the prophets in our passage, and not only by referring repeatedly to “all the prophets” being fulfilled in Christ.  He begins and ends his message by linking God’s promise in its first expression to Abraham with its last expression in the prophets, using Isaiah’s prophesy of the Servant of the Lord.
In verse 13, he began, “The God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, the God of our fathers, has glorified his servant Jesus.”  
In verses 25 and 26, he concludes by quoting God’s promise to of an offspring to Abraham and then immediately identifies him with Isaiah’s Servant, and each one, with Jesus:  “When God raised up his servant, he sent him first to you to bless you by turning each of you from your wicked ways." 

So what are the implications of this for us?  There are many but here in particular is something to consider:

There is one of two assumptions you can make in coming come to read the Old Testament.  They are like a fork in the road, and you must choose between them.   The problem is they lead to different to very different destinations.

The first assumption is that the Old Testament is merely a collection of religious writings.  It is not about God, but about people’s faith in God, a chronicle of religious experiences. 

This assumption assumes from the outset there is no unity to the Old Testament, because there is no basis for unity.  It is only about human experience and the quest for meaning. So there can be no unified message or guiding purpose.
If this is your view, you have lots of company, for this is the view of most Old Testament scholars in most schools in most of the world today.

Here is the problem.  This is like assuming that my car is a collection of auto parts, made by different people and brought together as a display of the kinds of car parts people can make.  If that’s my assumption, I’ll never get the point, that this is a car.  I’ll never see what it is because I assume it is something less.  I will never see that all these parts form something wonderful, that each part serves a greater purpose than itself.  So I will never get in, never turn the ignition key, never experience the ride.  

The other assumption is that the Old Testament is what it says it is, what Jesus taught it is, what the apostles proclaimed it to be – revelation from God, to reveal his promise of salvation through a coming Savior, born to a chosen people.

Take this route, and you will see it for what it is and understand for the first time.  You’ll appreciate that Peter and the other apostles weren’t cherry picking convenient ideas from the Old Testament and applying them willy-nilly to Jesus.  
Here, then, is the other evidence that Jesus is the Christ, alongside his resurrection.  Here is the Old Testament, God’s witness to Jesus as the Christ.
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