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The text of this sermon may be used without first obtaining my permission.  I do ask, however, that if you use any portion of the message for teaching or preaching preparations, that you would e-mail me a brief note to say you are making use of it.  This would be a courtesy and help to me personally.  You will note that in some sermons sections are bracketed between two sets of three asterisks (***).  The purpose is to delineate material that I did not preach, but that is integral to understanding the theology or exegesis of what was preached.  My e-mail address is revyoung@comcast.net  – Rev. Curt Young)

What would you do if you had been Peter?  What would you have said in response to this question?
“By what power, or what name did you do this?”

I don’t know about you, but when I’m in hot water, and somebody demands I answer his questions, I tend to hunker down.  I say as little as possible.  I figure anything I say can and will be used against me.    
When I was a little kid – “What happened to the lamp?”  “What lamp, Dad?”  “The lamp in pieces on the floor.”  “It fell!”  “Son, did you do this?”  “Ummm, no.”  “What you mean by ‘um’?”  “I may have bumped it.”  “So you did break it.”  “It broke when it hit the floor.”      

As adults we’re even better at this.  We’ve had more practice.  “Did you know you were speeding?”  “In this car?”  “Yes, do you know you were going 47mph in 30 mph speed zone.”  “Um, no.”  “What do you mean by ‘um’?”  

The threat Peter faced was real and far greater than anything you or I have ever faced.

In verses one, five and six, Luke names 11 different individuals or groups arrayed against Peter.

There was the captain of the temple guard, the third most powerful man in Jerusalem.  There was the high priest, the second most powerful man in Jerusalem, accompanied by his influential family. The only man more powerful than these was Governor Pilate, but he was not involved.
There were the temple priests, rulers, elders, and teachers of the law – the entire religious and political establishment of the city.

There were the Sadducees, the moneyed class in Jerusalem.  They controlled the city; they were people of influence.   Where the Pharisees sought to separate themselves from worldly concerns the Sadducees took advantage of them.  They were strikingly pragmatic, cutting deals with the Romans, becoming richer and richer.
As elitists, they were greatly disturbed that unschooled, ordinary men would presume to teach anything spiritual (13), and even more disturbed that they were “proclaiming in Jesus the resurrection of the dead.”
They didn’t believe in any resurrection, or in any in any Messiah, either, not in the conventional sense.  They believed the messianic age had begun with the Maccabees.  
Jesus had been a threat to them when he was a live.  He was now an even greater threat.  His followers were proclaiming he had risen from the dead and that could only mean one thing – a new world order in which they would play no part.

Here arrayed against the apostle was the combined power of the military and the police, the religious and political establishments, and the economic and political interests of the city.  In short, here was worldly power in its many forms bent on suppressing the testimony to Christ.
As long as these powers remain – until Christ returns – attempts to intimidate will continue.  Verse 21 concludes with, “After further threats, they let them go.”  Short of outright force, intimidation is the only weapon the world has.  The world isn’t concerned with truth except as a means to an end, and the end is power.  It is the most natural thing in the world to rely on coercion.

And in Peter’s place, before such threats, you stand today.  Today, you are Peter.  That is why I ask you how you would have responded in his place, because you are in his place.
What Luke gives us by way of an historic picture, the Book of Revelation portrays in apocalyptic images:  Christ against the world, or more accurately, the world against Christ and yet, his triumph over it.  Here is the spiritual conflict that defines history and spills over into every sphere of life.  Here is the point of threat where every Christian disciple is tested.  

This conflict influences you and me every day.  Now you are not going to be dragged before any authorities, not today, for living outright for Christ, but this is the establishment intimidation you are under.  This is how you are threatened.

“If you are tolerant of others, you will not speak of your faith.”  If you do you are intolerant, a bigot.  The threat of being labeled intolerant intimidates many to fall silent.  Here is suppression masquerading as tolerance.

Efforts to intimidate Christians go well beyond personal witness to our public witness.  “If you respect the Constitution , you will not express your religious convictions in public.  You will keep them private.  If you want credibility and influence in speaking for some social good or against some social evil, not only must your arguments be secular, your motives must be secular.  They cannot be, “because this is what God says” or  “because this will bring him glory.”  Any Godward motive is suspect.  Who wants to incur disrespect and hostility as someone who breaks the rules?  Here is suppression masquerading as good citizenship.

In Acts, Peter seemed not to feel any such intimidation at all though all powers were directly arrayed against him.  We see no concern for being attacked as intolerant or a executed as a danger to society.  For he was consumed with Christ.  He was not filled with fear because he was filled with Christ.  Jesus had promised he would be filled with the Holy Spirit called to account for his faith, and he was.  Peter was consumed: 
· With the complete uniqueness of Jesus as the one and only Savior sent from God.
· With the very real salvation that Jesus has secured on the Cross and that men must receive, or be lost forever; 

· With the great certainty of forgiveness through faith in Christ; 

· With the power Jesus gives to live a new and very different life through the Holy Spirit.

· With the confidence that as surely as the stone the builders had rejected became the cornerstone, as surely as God had exalted his crucified Son, men cannot succeed in suppressing the Gospel.

“Salvation is found in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given to men by which we must be saved.”
He was speaking out the message that filled his own heart.  He was testifying to others what the Holy Spirit had been testifying to him.  He was not persuaded by intimidation because he was so persuaded of Christ.
If you ask today, “Where is the freedom to speak your mind and heart about Christ, to urge people to believe on Christ?”, I suppose on one level we could say, “It is guaranteed to us in the Bill of Rights.”  And in America, it is.  But the freedom that matters most is something deeper than the freedom preserved as a right.  Rights are permissions, really.  The freedom to testify of Christ isn’t granted by men.  It is granted by God.

Freedom comes in the power of an idea, in the power of the truth we call the Gospel, in the realization Jesus is God’s gift to the world and the claim he makes on every life as the Savior and Lord of mankind.


Here is the spine and backbone of Christianity, the conviction by which Christianity stands or falls.  Here is the non-negotiable that sustains the church’s mission and outreach, by which your own witness, your giving, your own true devotion stands or falls.

Given this, it should be no surprise if it is this conviction that is most reviled from outside the church and most undermined from within.
Salvation is found in no one else.  There is none other.  There is no other way and no other salvation.  
This had made a deep personal impression on Peter.  You remember after feeding the 5,000 with loaves and fishes, Jesus called for the multitudes to believe in him or they would never know eternal life.  

“I tell you the truth, unless you eat the flesh of the Son of Man and drink his blood, you have no life in you.  Whoever eats my flesh and drinks my blood has eternal life, and I will raise him up at the last day…the one who feeds on me will live because of me.”

Many of his followers left.  Jesus turned to the twelve and asked whether they also would leave.  Peter answered, “Lord, to whom shall we go?  You have the words of eternal life.  We believe and know you are the Holy One of God.”  Jesus responded, “Have I not chosen you, the Twelve?”
This is Jesus, so utterly unique:  Conceived by the Holy Spirit in the womb of the virgin, sinless in life, whom God knew and loved as his one and only Son, whose words had power to heal, forgive, deliver from evil, raise the dead.
This is Jesus, and none other:  Who, in response to all our selfishness and pride, our rebelliousness and lawlessness, assumed the guilt of all our sins and suffered the dread reality of God’s wrath on the Cross and died.  Whom God raised as Savior and Lord.  Who loves us, offers us mercy and life eternal, and calls us to receive them by trusting in him.

Salvation is found in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given to men by which we must be saved.
This last week, I ran across an extensive quote from “Letters and Papers from Prison,” the writing of Dietrich Bonhoeffer as he awaited death in a Nazi prison.  In it he pointed to the forces of intimidation and threat that we have spoken about this morning,  warns against the tendency to fall silent in the face of intimidation, and points to the better way:
“Here and there, people flee from public altercation into the sanctuary of private virtuousness…Who stands fast?  Only the man whose final standard is not his reason, his principles, his conscience, his freedom, or his virtue, but who is ready to sacrifice all this when he is called to obedience and responsible action in faith and exclusive allegiance to God – the responsible man, who tries to make his whole life an answer to the question and call of God.  Where are these responsible people?” 
When you go to work or school tomorrow morning, you will not be confronted by swastikas and images of Hitler in every public place.  Political tyranny and spiritual tyranny have not converged around one hideous person and his ideas, though that day is coming.

Still, you will be challenged again & again in many settings & ways with the hostile question:  By what authority or name do you do you…live as you live,...speak as you speak,..think like you think,.. give like you give,..write as you write,..act like you act?”  Remember, you now stand where Peter stood.  You are Peter.  The voice that must be heard is your own.
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