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These verses are one of the greatest affirmations of faith ever written. Habakkuk the complaining prophet has become the rejoicing prophet.  Habakkuk the prophet who questioned God has become Habakkuk the prophet whose confidence is entirely in God.

Yet what had changed?  Outwardly, nothing.  Nothing at all.  In Habakkuk 2:4, the Lord had said, “The just shall live by his faith.”  Clearly that’s what Habakkuk is doing.  He living in a different way.  He is living by faith.  He compares himself to becoming a deer now able to climb on the heights.  He has placed himself entirely in the Lord’s hands and now knows a strength and joy in his life that he had not had before.
But why?  What was the tipping point that brought this about?  What happened?  If we can’t answer this, we really are left as mere spectators of Habakkuk, yet we are to sing his song as our own, to have this expression of faith be ours.
Let’s think about the “Why?”  Let’s notice a couple of things.

Clearly Habakkuk no longer put any confidence in himself.  In vs. 16, he tells us how every part of him shook in fear at the judgment God was sending.  His heart pounded, his lips quivered, his bones felt like putty, and his legs trembled.  

You remember how that judgment was described as a deluge of storm, flood, and pestilence.  Habakkuk gave up any illusion of being able to control the outcome of the impact on himself.  
When Habakkuk concludes in vs. 16, “Yet I will wait patiently,” this is faith.  But giving up any illusion of control was not the tipping point, though it brought him nearer.
It also is clear that Habbakuk had surrendered any confidence in the natural provisions of life being there for him.  In verse 17 he lists six staples of life in Israel.  He begins with the delicacies and moves to the necessities.  It is as if he typed each one on a screen, only to highlight and then deliberately, to delete.  Figs gone, grapes gone, olives gone, grain gone, sheep gone, cattle gone.  Food gone. Economy gone.  Wealth gone.  Fields ruined.  Barns burned.  Vineyards and orchards hacked to pieces.
But then he concludes in vs. 18, “yet I will rejoice in the Lord.”  Again this is faith.  But surrendering his confidence in nature was not the tipping point, either.  But  it drew him nearer.
The tipping point was not born as a result of some new realization Habakkuk had about himself or about nature, but of a profound realization about God himself.  This is evident from verses 18 and 19:  “Yet I will rejoice in the Lord, I will be joyful in God my Savior.  The Sovereign Lord is my strength…”

Sovereign – this means all powerful.  It is used of God in relation to the entire creation.  Lord – this is the name by which God revealed himself as the covenant making, promise keeping, redeeming God.  This is used of God in relation to his people.

Putting these two together, Habakkuk has realized that God is all sufficient for him.  The Lord has all that he needs.  If he has the Lord for his Savior, he can endure anything.  He is more than a conqueror.  If he needs food, God can provide him with food.  If he needs shelter, God can provide him with shelter.  If he needs a refuge, God can provide him with safety. 

So rather than looking away from God when he feels threatened by the hard realities of life in a fallen world, he looks to God.  Rather than complaining or doubting, he draws near to him.  Rather than accusing, he confesses (puts) his confidence in him.  Because God is sufficient.
This is the faith God has spoken about in 2:4.  It is wholehearted, heartfelt confidence in God.  “With the heart man believes…”  (Rom. 10:9)

As he believed in the Lord he was renewed in his strength.  Isaiah spoke of mounting up with wings like eagles.  Habakkuk puts it this way:  

He felt for the first time as if he were a deer, able to climb slippery ledges and razor-edged ridges, to weave his way up through cliffs too dangerous for trails, to reach meadows and vistas that he could never have imagined.  Before he was slipping, stumbling and losing his balance.  Now the Lord has become his strength.
With the Lord as his strength, he would endure the dangers and troubles and trials and hardship, he would face the obstacles and pitfalls – not in distress but confident in God’s provision and marveling as it came.  But his confidence extended further still.  He was confident that the Lord would draw nearer and nearer to himself, that this would never end.
That was Habakkuk’s tipping point.  What he described with such power and beauty in poetry is the impact of realizing that God is all-sufficient.  He is more than enough, more than all he could ever need.  If God is with him, who or what should he fear?  
Paul came to a similar realization.  He also had come to ask God for something.  He had a thorn in his flesh, a torment so great that he begged God three times to remove it form him.  Then the Lord answered, “My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness.”  (II Cor. 12:9)  As Habakkuk rejoiced in God, Paul boasted in Christ all the more. 
In Psalm 73, Asaph also reached this tipping point.  It also began with a complaint God.  As Asaph’s recalled it, “But as for me, my feet had almost slipped; I had nearly lost my foothold.  For I envied the arrogant when I saw the prosperity of the wicked.”

He was walking by sight, and he didn’t like what he saw.  It made him think that maybe living for the Lord was futile.  His own life was hard.  Then, the Lord showed him that his sight betrayed him; he was so shortsighted that he could not see the judgment that is sure.  Focused on the evil that God causes to pass away, he had lost sight of God, of who he is.  
Awakening as if from a bad dream, Asaph concludes, “Whom have I in heaven but you?  And earth has nothing I desire beside you.  My flesh and my heart may fail, but God is the strength of my heart and my portion forever.” (25-26)

We all have the same flesh – you, me, Habbakuk, Paul, Asaph.  We know what it is to tremble at the prospect of calamity, to worry over what we need to live, to be distressed by corruption and godlessness we are powerless to stop.

Also, we have the same God because there is only one God, and he does not change.  The tipping point for them is a tipping point I hope all of us come to as well.
Walk through the low places of this life.  You are going to have questions for God.  Who can blame you if they begin with adverbs like:  Why—Why do you tolerate evil?  Or, what--What are you going to do about it.  Or, when—When will you bring this to an end?  Or, How… 
Then the Lord draws us back to the most fundamental question:  Who?  Who he is.  Who do you say that I am?  Do you believe that I am that I am.  Do you believe that I am holy, holy, holy, high and lifted up?  Do you believe I reward those who diligently seek me?  Do you believe I am sufficient for you, up to whatever the task, faithful to do it?  

Do you believe I am sufficient when you see how and when you do not, whether I tell you my plan or not, no matter what you face because of who I am?
Habakkuk was descending down a road to complaint, doubt, despair, and bitterness.  His eyes were fixed on the things he saw.  He was appalled at wickedness and the ruin it causes.  Then he was appalled at news of God’s judgment.  

Initially he looked to the Lord.  Why?  To restore the circumstances of his world to something far more decent and honorable and safe.  In the truest sense he was not seeking God, he was seeking the from the Lord the things that mattered to him.  The Lord showed him that his true need was for himself, for the realization of who he is. 

God has not rebuked him, he has called him to a deeper realization of who he is, and Habakkuk has receive it with faith.  So he no longer looks to what is seen but to what is unseen, not longer focuses on what is passing but what is eternal.  God has become his strength.  This is the essence and blessing of faith.  

This is how Hebrews 11, the faith chapter begins:  Now faith is being sure of what we hope for and certain of what we do not see. This is what the ancients were commended for. 

“He makes my feet like the feet of a deer, he enables me to go on the heights.”   For many years, I struggled with how to take these kinds of verses.
Did this require me to be a mystic?  Is this only for those who withdraw from the things of this life to attain a higher state of consciousness, and then devote themselves to maintaining it?  There is only one person I know for certain who was ever caught up to the third heaven, and he wasn’t allowed to stay there long. 
So did the verse call me to experience an intense emotional high?  Is there a prayer I can pray or gift I can receive to be in a continual state of euphoria?  I think of the allegro in Brahms’s Violin Concerto.  The Incredible Hulk roller coaster at Universal Studios.  Anything by Rembrandt.  The smell of my Honda when it was new.  My tastes are very eclectic.  Euphoria is great but it doesn’t last.
This is not about mysticism or euphoria, but a deep abiding realization that makes people worship.  It produces joy.

We have the revelation made so much more certain in the coming of our Savior.  In suffering for our sins on the cross, God has shown us how all sufficient he is to rescue us even from our guilt and his justice.  He has shown us how all sufficient he is to save us even from death itself by raising our bodies from the grave to live forever.

No one comes to Christ because they have lost confidence in themselves or in the natural provisions of life.  No one comes to Christ because of their circumstances, because they have improved for the better or taken a turn for the worse.  

People come to Christ because they realize who he is, and when they do, they are drawn to him believe in him.  They come to know him as their strength and find the higher way of life.
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