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The text of this sermon may be used without first obtaining my permission.  I do ask, however, that if you use any portion of the message for teaching or preaching preparations, that you would e-mail me a brief note to say you are making use of it.  This would be a courtesy and help to me personally.  You will note that in some sermons sections are bracketed between two sets of three asterisks (***).  The purpose is to delineate material that I did not preach, but that is integral to understanding the theology or exegesis of what was preached.  My e-mail address is revyoung@comcast.net  – Rev. Curt Young)

This morning we continue our study in the most studied chapter in Acts, the chapter in which Luke underscores the significance of Pentecost.  

Here is a very simple comparison that shows this.  As important as Jesus’ ascension is, Luke devoted 3 verses to it.  To Pentecost, forty-one.

Luke not only described the effect of the outpoured Holy Spirit on Jesus’ disciples, but on the pilgrims who had come to Jerusalem to observe the feast.  He tells us they were “bewildered” (6), “utterly amazed” (7), “amazed and perplexed” (12)  They were left scratching their heads: “What does this mean?”  Some shot back, “They have had too much wine.” (13)
It was this quip that proved the starting point for Peter’s preaching.  Though on one level it was trivial, on another it was not.  Here was the tendency to dismiss the disciples’ testimony to Christ without thinking about it.  To reject it out of hand. 

The testimony filling the ears of the pilgrims was easily explainable and quickly forgotten.  Easily explainable, I say, in terms of human excess – excess zeal, excess ignorance, or in this case, excess wine.” (13)  Don’t even think about it.  Go on with your life.  

Peter begins by showing he can give as good as he can get:  “You think we are drunk?  No way!  It’s too early in the day!” (15)
Then he gets down to business.  What is happening is not by human design or power but by God’s design and power.  This is not the sputtering of a few eccentrics but the beginning of a work of God that will encompass every nation in the world.

“No,” Peter declared, “this is what was spoken by the prophet …”  This was the fulfillment of prophecy.  

At this point Peter could have filled in the blank with any number of prophets who were specific in declaring a future outpouring of the Holy Spirit.

Isaiah had prophesied, “I will pour out my Spirit on your offspring, and my blessing on your descendants.” (44:3)
Ezekiel had prophesied, “I will no longer hide my face from them, for I will pour out my Spirit on the house of Israel, declares the Sovereign Lord.” (39:29)

Instead, he selected Joel because Joel’s prophecy posed a direct challenge as it does to us, to call on the Lord to save them, because the time in which they lived had just changed.  “In the last days, God says, I will pour out my Spirit on all people…” (17)  “Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.” (21)
Rather than tell you what Peter told them, and how this applies to us, I want simply to testify to you what Peter testified to them.

You are in the last days.

The Lord had promised to raise up a people for himself by the extreme operation of his Holy Spirit, and now he is doing it.  He promised to bring his salvation to the nations through the offspring of Abraham, and now he is doing it.  He promised a period of history when he would do momentous works through his people empowered by his Spirit.  It has arrived.
In the old days, the Spirit of God rested on few individuals, upon  a prophet or two, or a king, within in a given generation.  As the Spirit came upon a Samson or a Saul, he could depart from them.  He was largely unknown as a person, and hadn’t been seen or heard from in centuries.  

But then he raised up John the Baptist to prophesy of the coming of Jesus:  “I baptize you with water he said, but he shall baptize you with the Holy Spirit and with fire.” (Matthew 3:11)  Jesus confirmed to his disciples you will all be baptized, filled, clothed with power from on high.

This was new and vastly different.  Through the operation of the Holy Spirit, the Kingdom of God is breaking into history as prophets had longed for.  Salvation is coming to more and more people.  You are living in the last days before the end of all things.  
If that sounds very final, that is because it will be very final.  If that sounds violent, that is because it will be violent.  Jesus, echoing the prophets, has made it very clear the order of universe by which we order our lives and model our clocks and counted on tomorrow will be thrown into turmoil.  
Our planet’s normal relation to sun and moon and stars, and their relation to us will be altered violently, catastrophically.  As a result, Jesus promised in Luke 21, the oceans of our world will roar and toss and terrify.  Earthquakes will abound.
Before the coming of the great and glorious day of the Lord, that last, best refuge of atheism, belief in nature with its life sustaining order, certainties and comforts will be overthrown.  Belief in human reason to grasp problems & save ourselves will be dismasted.

Like the century before the flood in Noah’s time, or the weeks before Vesuvius erupted upon Pompeii, like the hours before the Titanic struck the iceberg, or the minutes before the Challenger exploded, or the seconds before the World Trade Tower was struck, these are the last days.
You do not have to believe it for it to be true.  You do not have to adjust your priorities for it to be so.  You may live as if they are, or you may live as if they are not.  But nothing can change the fact.  The fact was established at Pentecost when Christ exalted to God’s right hand, poured out his Spirit.  The results have been evident ever since.
A couple of weeks ago I was in pre-op, and reminded of what I have witnessed so many times with you before you enter into surgery.
The term pre-op says it all.  Everything that happens is to prepare for what happens next, the operation.  It may have been scheduled for weeks, and you went about your life as usual, but in pre-op that is over.  This is the hour before surgery.   At first the atmosphere is subdued and quiet.   People in scrubs talk to people in surgical gowns, loved ones banter with patients.  Prayers are offered, questions are asked, forms are filled out and signed, vital signs are taken.  

If you want, you can think and talk about other things, and pretend it isn’t happening.  Then, even that becomes impossible.  In the closing minutes before 7:30 AM, the atmosphere in the room electrifies.  It gets noisy and loud; there is commotion and movement.  Surgery nurses come to bedsides; anesthesiologists introduce themselves and the chemicals they’re going to put in your veins; then come the surgeons, and you are rolled away.  And you’ve got barely enough time to hope no one sees you in that funny hat.
You are in the last days.  The word has gone out.  This is pre-op.  You live in the most intense period of spiritual activity the world will ever know.  If you look around you, you see this is the case.  Satan knows his time is short and he is making up the biggest lie imaginable.  Calling on God to save you is ridiculous.
In the past God overlooked such ignorance, but now he commands all people everywhere to repent. For he has set a day when he will judge the world with justice by the man he has appointed. He has given proof of this to all men by raising him from the dead."

Satan anesthetizes many with materialism.  He stirs up others with religious zeal to hate and resent, discrediting any faith and suppressing especially saving faith.  He instills proud confidence in millions who rely on the mind God has given them and the world God put them in rather than on the Lord who created them.
But do we not see so much more?  We see prayer and witness and missions pouring into the world from churches.  We see the testimony of God’s grace in Christ going out to more and more peoples.  We see the church expanding in the world.  We see Christians in larger numbers than ever crossing boundaries of race and culture to bring Christ to those who do not know him.  The Kingdom of God is at hand.
There is an urgency of our time, and I hope you feel it.  No one throws you a life preserver unless there is danger of drowning.  No one yells, “Watch out!” unless there is something to beware.  God doesn’t call, “Come to me,” unless he is reaching out to save us. 
The Holy Spirit has been poured out with no intention of ever being gathered back but empowering a growing multitude throughout the world who now prophesy, “Whoever calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.  Be saved from this corrupt generation.  Repent and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins.”
Let me say again the times are urgent.  I believe your own study of Scripture will confirm the more catastrophic the coming judgment the more intense the prophetic witness beforehand, and the more persistent and extravagant the offer of grace.  

The world had never known a Noah until the flood drew near.  The Northern Kingdom had never heard the voice of an Amos or Hosea until the final days before its destruction.  Before the ruin of Jerusalem -- yes, even during years of prosperity and spiritual renewal in some cases – were heard Isaiah, Habakkuk, Micah, Jeremiah and others, because they were the latter days of Judah.
Now God is pouring out his Spirit on all flesh. You are in the latter days of the world.  The coming judgment is now being preceded by the universal call to repentance and offer of salvation through Jesus Christ.
Do not say “no” to God now because you can say “yes” to him later.  Do not create excuses when there are none.  Don’t have a cold and calculating heart.  God hides these things from the wise and learned, and reveals them to little children.  Unless you become like a little child, you will never enter the Kingdom of God.

For you to hear someone today preach to you like this is itself a sign from God to you.  The church that would so proclaim God’s word is no longer captive to the spirit of our age.  They have broken free.  What you hear and see in the word and worship of these people is evidence that God continues pouring out his Holy Spirit.  God has delivered them, through faith in his Son.  Now they call out to you to hear and believe also.
God has promised, “In the time of my favor, I will answer you, and in the day of salvation, I will help you.”  Now is the time of God’s favor; now is the day of salvation.”  (Is. 49:8; II Cor. 6:2)
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