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The text of this sermon may be used without first obtaining my permission.  I do ask, however, that if you use any portion of the message for teaching or preaching preparations, that you would e-mail me a brief note to say you are making use of it.  This would be a courtesy and help to me personally.  You will note that in some sermons sections are bracketed between two sets of three asterisks (***).  The purpose is to delineate material that I did not preach, but that is integral to understanding the theology or exegesis of what was preached.  My e-mail address is revyoung@comcast.net  – Rev. Curt Young)

Peter’s sermon at Pentecost was perhaps the most convicting ever preached.  3,000 people became Christians and were immediately baptized.  In a single day, the First Church of Jerusalem grew from 120 to 3,120.  How great the power of God’s Spirit in believers!    
In one way the people to whom Peter preached were unique.  Many of things Peter testified about Jesus were already known to the hearers as facts they would not dispute.  The miracle, wonders, and signs Peter ascribed to Jesus had not taken place in a corner.  “You yourselves know,” Peter reminded them. (22)
Now Peter was preaching in the same place Jesus had been teaching eight weeks earlier.  Then, Jesus had asked the Pharisees:  "What do you think about the Christ? Whose son is he?"  They had answered, "The son of David."  

"How then is it,” he asked, “that David, speaking by the Spirit, calls him 'Lord'? For he says (in Psalm 110), ‘The Lord said to my Lord: "Sit at my right hand until I put your enemies under your feet." If then David calls him 'Lord,' how can he be his son?"  (Matthew 22:43-45)
Now Peter had taken up Psalm 110 again and applied it to Jesus.  He is the son God has exalted to his right hand.  For those who were there for Jesus’ first use of the Psalm, the impact of hearing it now must have been potent!
Eight weeks earlier, Jesus had appeared as a stranger to one of his disciples and asked why she was so forlorn.  She answered with surprise:  “Are you the only visitor to Jerusalem and do not know the things that have happened here in these days?”  Luke 24:18

Granted, this was now Pentecost, not Passover, but in the city that had been so stirred up by Jesus’ crucifixion, that was now the seat of rumors about his empty tomb and likely, of reports of his being seen alive, I suspect Cleopas’ question was still relevant.

Can you imagine pilgrims coming from the far reaches Europe, Asia, and Africa, and asking, “What’s new in Jerusalem?” or “How was Passover?”, and not getting an earful about Jesus?

Yet it was not the personal awareness of the hearers to facts of the gospel that made Peter’s message so potent, but their responsibility for his crucifixion.

Listen to Peter’s words in verses 36:  "Therefore let all Israel be assured of this: God has made this Jesus, whom you crucified, both Lord and Christ."  And hear their response in verse 37:  “When the people heard this, they were cut to the heart and said to Peter and the other apostles, ‘Brothers, what shall we do?’"  
Earlier Peter had made the same terrible contrast in verses 23-24:  “You, with the help of wicked men, put him to death by nailing him to the cross.  But God raised him from the dead…”

You crucified him.  God raised him.  How convicting!  This was a first generation sermon, for people who had been on the scene when Jesus was crucified, or who had cried for Jesus’ blood in support of the high priest.  

Yet still, the Gospel speaks as profoundly to our world.  The Holy Spirit continues to convict people to the point of asking, “What shall I do?”

Evangelism is not salesmanship.  It is about telling the facts about Jesus – his amazing life, his death for sin, his resurrection, and his ascension -- showing how this is relevant to ever single hearer, and then watching as the Spirit works deep changes of heart.
The truth is that apart from Christ, every one today is in the same position as Peter’s hearers.  The same position!  What do I mean?  Am I saying, “if you had been there you would have crucified Jesus, too?”  No.  I am not talking about hypothetical responsibility.  I am talking about right now, the present moment.
What was the force of Peter’s words to his hearers?  You put him to death, but God raised him…God raised him whom you crucified.  What was he saying?  You are at odds with God!

The One you put down, God has raised him up.  The One you rejected him, God received.  The One you treated with disgrace, God exalted.   

What a graphic way of showing the people they were at odds with God.  It is the work of the Holy Spirit to persuade and convince the person who hears this that it is true, and to accept it.  Only God could lead a person to do this.  And he has, and he is.

Verse 37 reads, “When the people heard this, they were cut to the heart.”  There is nothing superficial about pain described this way, nothing that can be ignored, not for long.   

If you ask what this pain is, it is not shame or guilt or even fear.  These things make us shrink back or run or lash out.  The person the Spirit cuts to the heart no longer does any of these things.  That person stops and cries out, “What shall I do?”

Zechariah prophesied, “I will pour out on the house of David and on the inhabitants of Jerusalem a spirit of grace and supplication.  And they will look on me the one they have pierced, and they will mourn for him…and grieve bitterly for him.”

This is the pain of sorrow.  It is the sorrow that results from realizing what we are at odds with God.  This sorrow is sorrow produced by the Holy Spirit.  

God must first wound us in order to save us.  Conversion to Christ involves a convulsion deep within the soul, this piercing of the heart.  What I thought was right was wrong.  What I defended as good was evil.  What I attacked as false was true.  What I have mocked is essential.   What I have promoted as good is evil.  

God wounds in order to save us.  Luke stresses this in Acts.  Do you remember the centurion in Acts 16, charged to guard Paul and Silas in the Roman dungeon at Philippi, but God sprung the cell doors and made their chains fall off.  That man realized he was at odds with God.  So what did he do?  He cried out, “What must I do to be saved?”  

“I thought I was right, but I was so wrong.  I didn’t know.  I was so ignorant.”  People feel the sentence of death within themselves in order to receive life. This sorrow is the gift of God because it prepares a person to accept Christ as his Savior and receive forgiveness, even for those who crucified him.

You and I were not there in Jerusalem at Pentecost or at the Passover 50 days before, but the truth is that people today are at odds with God.  And God is piercing people to the heart, still through the Good News of Christ.

God has made this Jesus, whom men crucified, both Lord and Christ.  


It was not man at his worst who conspired to destroy Jesus, but man at his best.  Jesus was not shanked in a dark alley by drug lords.  Peace promoting, law abiding, God-fearing, people determined to kill him.  The conspiracy relied on a Roman governor, a Jewish high priest, and a king.  

It was not the dregs but the pillars, not the evil but the righteous, not the worst but the best who were most determined to see Jesus dead.  Hear me.  God has made him both Lord and Christ.

The problem was not that Jesus was more righteous than others, but that his righteousness exposed all our righteousness to be unrighteousness, a satin cape enfolding hate, envy, greed, and pitiless self-absorption.  

In response to this rejection – I don’t say as a result, I say in response – Jesus went to the Cross.  He submitted himself to death.  He willingly took to himself that dread reality that goes so far beyond the visible expressions we see in human flesh.  Rather than condemning this world for being so very much at odds with God, he bore within himself the judgment we deserve.  

By God’s design and plan from all eternity, God sent his Son to this world, that would not accept him let alone honor him, in order to become our Savior.

He suffered death so that by God’s grace he might taste death for every one.   He died, the One righteous for the unrighteous, to bring us to God.  The One who was not at odds with god died for those who are, to turn us to him.
Please, hear me.  God has made this Jesus whom you have rejected both Lord and Christ.  

You may have lived your live careless of him, content not to know him, content to call on a higher power or settle for some brand of spirituality that assures you all is well.  Don’t settle for this; it leaves you at odds with God.  

You may have resented what God has required of you.  I refer to his laws that are clear in the Bible and clear enough to your own conscience so you know when you willingly sin.  You may have denied conscience, suppressed the sense of God’s disapproval or rationalized it away.  Stop!  You are headed for death.  

You may not have liked what God has told you about yourself.  You may have read the Bible and found it at odds with everything you ever wanted to believe about yourself.  Wait!
The truth is more wonderful than anything any human being has ever conceived.  But is not centered on you.  It is centered on Christ.  It is not about anything you can do.  It about what is offered to you – eternal life.  That begins by receiving God’s forgiveness and the gift of the Holy Spirit, which is God filling you with himself.

Pierced to the heart, the crowd began asking Peter and the others who were with him, “What shall we do?”

Peter said, “Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins.  And you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.  The promise is for you and for your children, and for all who are far off, for all whom the Lord our God will call.”
“For all who are far off…”  That means in other places and at future times.  It refers to you.  

Is the Lord calling you today?  If so repent and be baptized in the name of Jesus.  To repent is to determine to make things right --  Instead of being at odds with God, drawing near to him.  

Baptism is the sign of mercy to you from Jesus, of his cleansing you though his blood and pouring his Spirit on you so you know he has truly made you his own.

And you will receive the Holy Spirit.  

God has made this Jesus, whom the world treats so carelessly, spitefully, both Lord and Christ!
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