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The text of this sermon may be used without first obtaining my permission.  I do ask, however, that if you use any portion of the message for teaching or preaching preparations, that you would e-mail me a brief note to say you are making use of it.  This would be a courtesy and help to me personally.  You will note that in some sermons sections are bracketed between two sets of three asterisks (***).  The purpose is to delineate material that I did not preach, but that is integral to understanding the theology or exegesis of what was preached.  My e-mail address is revyoung@comcast.net  – Rev. Curt Young)

When I was in 2nd grade, I had a teacher who ruled her class with an iron fist.  At recess, she would line us up by the classroom door and demand that we be perfectly quiet for a minute.  Do you think it is possible for 25 2nd graders to stand still and say nothing for a whole minute?  When someone made a noise the timer, so to speak, would be reset.  I remember recesses when all we did was stand by the door.
According to Psychology Today, "Surveys show that up to half of all workers have a shaky, if not downright miserable, relationship with their supervisors."  When you consider that a worker’s relationship with his or her boss has almost the same impact on well being as a person’s relationship with his or her spouse, it is obvious the misery index can run pretty high.

How do you relate to people in authority over you when they tell you to do something you don’t agree with?  When your parents tell you they don’t approve of your pants or your top, do you change it or ignore them, or make them pay for it?

When your boss’s attitudes, actions, or decisions don’t deserve respect, how do you respond?  When you disagree with a President’s policies, do you mock his speaking gaffs as ignorant?  Or if he is a smooth speaker, do you call him “Slick Willy”?  
In Romans 13, Paul said, “there is no authority except that which God has established.  The authorities that exist have been established by God.  Consequently he who rebels against the authority is rebelling against what God has ordained.”
In our text Peter assumed the same thing.  Verse 13 literally says, “Submit yourselves to every creation of men because of the Lord either to a king as being supreme or to governors as being sent through him.”

Every time the New Testament uses the term creation it is in reference to God as the Creator not man.  “Every creation of men” refers to every human offices or authorities as part of God’s creation.  He ordained them .  

Peter says that governors are sent through the emperor,  not merely from him or by him.  Not only is the governor’s authority derived from the emperor, but through him.  From whom?  From God.

When Governor Pilate asked Jesus, “Don’t you realize I have authority to free you or to crucify you?”, Jesus did not respond, “You have would no authority over me if it were not given to you from Rome.”  No, he said, “You would have no authority over me if it were not given to you from above.”  (John 19:10-11)

The human authority God ordains he ordains for the purpose of doing good:  condemning the guilty, protecting the innocent, and commending the good.  Scripture is clear on this.  But in a fallen world with fallen people, like everything else, this is broken too.

As many as is the number of people who abuse or neglect their authority, you have that many arguments for disrespect or rebellion or disobedience.

Yet apart from any justifications, God tells us we are prone to rebellion by nature.  By nature we look for justifications for belligerence and stubbornness.  The faults we find in others are never a justification.
When Peter wrote about submitting to the emperor and to governors, think about the governor he knew best:  Pontius Pilate who washed his hands of any responsibility for the order he gave, to crucify Jesus.  

Think about the emperor with whom he was most familiar:  Nero, who had ordered the assassinations of his mother, step brother and first wife, who had forced is mentor, Seneca, to kill himself.  
He would have Paul beheaded and Peter crucified upside down.  He would set Rome ablaze because he wanted to rebuild the city, and then blame the Christians.  He would order them dipped in pitch and then burned as human torches at his parties.  And on top of all this, Nero would demand worship as a god.

I hope none of you every face someone willing to wash his hands of responsibility like Pilate, or to someone who takes delight in hurting others like Nero.  Still, it is clear that when he writes, “Submit yourselves…to every authority”,  he was not just referring to godly Christians or just leaders.

Clearly, “every” referred to higher and lower authorities, to the evil as well as the good.

To take this message to heart, to resist our own nature that loves rebellion, and all the justifications we can muster for disrespect, we must have a very good reason and a very important one.  Peter gives us that reason which he sums up in verse 13. 

“Submit yourselves for the Lord’s sake…” he wrote.  “For the Lord’s sake” is the most important phrase in our passage.
Peter is saying, submit yourselves to the emperor, not because of who the emperor is or what he is like.  Submit yourself to your teacher, your boss, your teacher:  Not for their sake, because you fear them or like them, or because they like you.  And not for your own sake, to stay out of trouble.  But for the Lord’s sake, out of loyalty to Christ, for his honor
When you trust Christ and put your faith in him as your Savior, for the first time you have choices you never had before.  You have a new identity.  You understand how God sees you and loves you, and you have a Christian community where you are valued and respected.  What’s more you are a new creation.  On the inside God has taken up residence.  That makes you different.  That means you can make the choice to live out your new identity, to reflect Christ in you.
Before you acted and reacted according to the sinful human nature.  Now you have freedom you never had before.  You can act and respond as a new creation.

As Peter will put it in verse 16:  Live as free men, but do not use your freedom as a cover-up for evil; live as servants of God.  That’s the issue.  
This issue isn’t about being a servant of Caesar or a boss or teacher. It is about being God’s servant.   Christ is supreme over every authority.  Part of our submitting to him is submitting to them.

That doesn’t mean we obey authorities when they order us to disobey Christ.  We submit to them for the Lord’s sake, and that implies a limit.  We submit to the extent we are not disobeying Christ.
So practically speaking in the hear and now, how is it that honoring authorities God has ordained honor Christ? 

First, we demonstrate Christ’s lordship when we respect and honor authority.  How normal is it for people to commit themselves as a matter of principle to respect authority?  From the way the County is setting up cameras to catch speeders, I think the answer is not very normal.  How often do Republicans speak respectfully of leaders who happen to be Democrat or Democrats speak respectfully of leaders who happen to be Republican?

A person’s voluntary restraint in order to show respect and honor testifies of the goodness to which they are committed.  It testifies of Christ’s presence in them, and of their allegiance to him as their highest authority

Second, we follow Jesus’ own example and instruction.  We are to render to Caesar that which is Caesar’s.  We are to perform our civic responsibilities willingly, and helpfully.

Third, we vindicate Christ and the church.  The influence of Christ and the church in every generation and culture is attacked as subversive, as hypocritical, as judgmental.  The most prevalent form of persecution will always be slander.  The remedy does not consist of words.  It consists of action – the evidence of sincere commitment to the common good.

As Peter put it in verse 15, “for it is god’s will that by doing good you should silence the ignorant talk of foolish men.”

So, how then do we show respect and give honor to the authorities over us?  Here I want to be very specific:

By approaching them in humility.  Aware we ourselves are sinners and in need of grace and forgiveness as much as anyone.  Aware that we are not the judge of their actions, but they in some measure have authority to judge ours.  Aware that whatever knowledge we have is incomplete and may be wrong.

By acknowledging that they are made in God’s image.  Their life is sacred in a way they themselves may deny but that we uphold.  They possess a dignity they may undermine with their words and conduct but that we shall affirm by ours.  If God should ask, “Did you treat the County Executive or Senator as a creature I made in my image,” we want the good conscience to answer “yes”.
By acknowledging God has placed leaders in authority.  We are not called to relate to them based on how much we agree with them or how well they do, but based on our commitment to Christ and confidence in him to direct the future.
By appealing to their high calling rather than pandering to their self-interest or threatening it.  After ten years of paying visits to Congressmen and Senators on Capitol Hill, and seeing how bills got passed, I had seen for myself that most political discourse revolves around cutting deals, finding mutually satisfactory answers to the question, “What’s in it for me?”

But authority isn’t given to promote the self-interest of leader.  Every leader knows that.  No matter how large a role favoritism or greed or the lust for power may play in their decisions, every leader knows that should they stand before a judge, they will be accountable to show they have done good, not evil, that they have dealt justly with the  guilty and the innocent, with the weak and the strong.

If I respect you and honor you, I am not going to appeal to your lower nature.  I am not going to assume the worst about you or your motives.  I am going to appeal to your higher nature; I am going to assume the best about you, that at the end of the day, you remain deeply committed to do what is good and right and just.
This is not only the way we honor leaders.  It is the way show respect and honor to all people.

In a world that celebrates belligerence and disrespect, who do you need to submit to?  Is the Lord calling you to change your attitude and behavior toward someone? 
With God's help, as you show respect, you will be submitting to the Lord, and you will make faith in Jesus Christ an attractive thing in the eyes of a hostile world.[image: image1][image: image2][image: image3]
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