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The text of this sermon may be used without first obtaining my permission.  I do ask, however, that if you use any portion of the message for teaching or preaching preparations, that you would e-mail me a brief note to say you are making use of it.  This would be a courtesy and help to me personally.  You will note that in some sermons sections are bracketed between two sets of three asterisks (***).  The purpose is to delineate material that I did not preach, but that is integral to understanding the theology or exegesis of what was preached.  My e-mail address is revyoung@comcast.net  – Rev. Curt Young)

If Acts were an album, this passage would be a picture.  Here in words is a portrait of the early church.  Here Luke creates an overall impression of the church that is inspiring and moving.  
Luke provides two other such portraits, in Acts 4:32-37 and in Acts 5:12-16.  Together the three summaries of early church life share much in common.  
They underscore the power of the apostles to work miracles, the devotion of believers in meeting and worshipping together, their selfless generosity, and how the Lord added to the church daily those who were being saved.

Each portrait also has its own unique features.  In the second we meet Barnabas, that son of encouragement.  In the third, we see how the Lord healed the sick through Peter.

Now I said a moment ago that Luke composed these powerful word pictures to create an overall impression; so let’s be clear on what that impression is.
Each of our portraits was composed just after the Holy Spirit had moved powerfully.  In the first two instances, he has filled his people; in the third, he has purified his church.  Each portrait, then, shows the impact of the Spirit’s work.  Each is the result of his work.  These are portraits of a Spirit-filled church.
The portrait in Acts 4 comes just after the disciples had prayed for boldness in the face of persecution.  The Spirit then shook the place where they were and filled them afresh so they spoke the Word boldly.
The portrait in Acts 5 occurs just after the Holy Spirit has summarily dealt with the Ananias and Sapphyra for their greedy deception.  

Here in Acts 2, the portrait immediately follows Pentecost.  So for the question, what was the overall impression Luke intend to create – what kind of church was he showing us --  the answer is a Spirit-filled church.
Taken together, not only do we see the church as the Spirit shaped it initially, but as he maintained it in spite of persecution (4) and in spite of corruption (5).  And we could go on -- in spite of ethnic and cultural tensions (6), martyrdom (7), differences in philosophy of ministry (11), doctrinal debate (15).  
What this tells me is that what we have before us is more than a memorial to how things were in the first days of the church, but a model of a Spirit-filled church that we can take to heart.  
Here is a display of how the Holy Spirit transforms individuals so that together, they become the church.  By this I mean sharing together life with Christ, worshipping together, supporting one another, growing together under the apostles’ teaching, and testifying of Christ to others so the church grew.

This is the point I would like you to get from this passage today.  The Holy Spirit transforms individuals into the church by bringing them into a series of new relationships.

Granted, it all began with their new relationship to Christ.  Accepting the truth about Christ, repenting and being baptized in his name changed everything.

It’s not hard to see how one new relationship can change everything.  I think of marriage and how one’s family suddenly changes.  How you spend your time and money suddenly changes.  Your community can suddenly change.  If this is true in marriage, how much more when the Holy Spirit us unites to Christ! 
In some ways I think the early church sort of fell into it.  These dramatic changes quickly occurred with little resistance.  At Pentecost, the Holy Spirit so magnified Jesus that all other considerations took a back seat.  As life settled down, there soon would be challenges enough:  persecution (chapter 4), corruption (chapter 5), distrust (chapter 6), disagreement (chapter 15). 
These challenges remain as real to us as to them -- all the more reason to pay close attention to those new priority relationships the Spirit is leading us into and is determined to maintain.
I speak in particular of a new relationship with the apostles.  Verse 42 says the believers devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching.  The term refers to instruction that is authoritative – true, life-altering, worthy of obedience, calling for submission.
When Jesus began to minister, people marveled.  Luke tells us why in his gospel (Luke 4:32).  People “were amazed at his teaching, because his message had authority.”

The apostles’ teaching carries that same authority, which is why the believers were so devoted to it.  Jesus promised that the Holy Spirit would see to it, and he did.  There is no question what their teaching is, because the Holy Spirit not only moved them to speak it but inspired them to write it down as the New Testament.

I do not know why God has chosen to reveal himself to us by his word or save us by his word or have us come to know him by his word.  I do know that he has.  

For this reason, in the Old Testament, the word of God was described as “sweet like honeycomb”, and as a treasure, “precious like gold.” (Ps. 19: 10)

The Apostles’ teaching is part of the same.  In his final letter to Timothy Paul referred to it when he urged Timothy, “Guard the good deposit that was entrusted to you—guard it with the help of the Holy Spirit who lives in us.” (II Tim. 1:14)
It is something to guard, to pass on to others who will be as faithful to guard it and then pass it on to still others.  The only place to guard the apostles’ instruction is in your heart.  Not on pages of paper.  It is guarded and cherished in the heart.  In guarding it, it guards you.

Every generation has evils it singles out as especially bad and overlooks others.  In ours the abuse of authority is considered a terrible thing, so much so that authority itself is considered questionable.  Skepticism runs deep and wide.
Just as serious as abusing authority, is rejecting authority that is true, and refusing to accept God’s truth as our authority. 

Here is why.  When we reject authority that is truth, we do not learn and we cannot grow.  To learn we must rely on our senses to perceive, and on our minds to think but also on our authorities in order to receive truth.  

I could never grasp geometry on my own;  instead I relied on an authority named Pythagoras.  Did you grasp gravity on your own?  No, I suspect instead you rely on an authority named Newton.  Who among us has figured out atomic physics for himself? In school we were taught to rely on an authority named Einstein.

This is even more true of the things of God.  Paul wrote, “Man without the Spirit does not accept the things that come from the Spirit of God, for they are foolishness to him, and he cannot understand them.”  Jesus spoke of the dangers of the blind leading the blind.  
No one naturally understands who God is or what he requires of us, so we rely on the teachings of authorities called the apostles.  And we trust the Spirit who inspired them to write will help us understand.
You know what happens in a church full of Christians who do not devoted themselves to the apostles’ instruction?  They end up debating and quarreling over things that don’t matter.  They see issues where there are no issues; they get sidetracked.  Pride becomes a force to reckon with rather than the Spirit.  This new relationship with the apostles, then, is very important.  
Our text also tells us the believers were devoted to a new relationship with each other.  John Stott has noted, the term “fellowship” was invented at Pentecost.  It is not found in the Bible before Acts 2:42 but frequently afterwards.
Fellowship is the unseen glue behind the visible unity people observe in churches.  Fellowship is the result of believers having Christ in their lives, so he is common to them all.  It is not the result of holding a common set of beliefs, but having a common Lord and Savior.  United individually to him through the Holy Spirit, they are drawn to each another, to share together in this new life.  
Fellowship brings the satisfaction people seek when they try to identify with others around lesser things.  Living in the same neighborhood, going to the same school, sharing the same profession, yelling for the same team, even being in the same family – can leave you longing for more.  When we find Christ in one another, we have found home, family, community.  Fellowship is the result of people sharing in common what is most wonderful, most influential, and most important – the knowledge of God.  When we share on that level, it is far easier to share the things we have.
Through the Spirit, these new believers were also devoted to worship, summarized by as the breaking of bread and prayer.  This was a whole new relationship to God in worship.
Here was something radically differnt – people coming to God in worship, not as slaves from a distance, not even as servants nearer by, but as sons and daughters before their father, welcomed at his  table, equals with each other because they are equally loved and accepted in God’s household.  And all because of Christ.
For their strength and life together, they share in the bread of life, the body of Christ broken and the blood of Jesus shed to reconcile us to God.  While these are portrayed in the symbols of bread and wine, there is nothing symbolic about the church’s worship.

The Spirit leads believers to devote themselves to the bread and prayers because this is true worship of the true God, not a dress rehearsal for heaven.  It is the real thing.  God is with us.
Finally the Holy Spirit transformed these believers for a new relationship with the world.

Verse 47 tells us the new believers enjoyed favor among the people, and that the Lord was adding to their number daily those who were being saved.

Here is one impact of the Spirit’s drawing individual believers to be the church.  As their life becomes known, it creates opportunities for witness and serves to draw others to the Lord.
Note, I say “opportunities”.  Believers must take advantage of them, and they did.  Because they understood:  The Lord had raised them up to raise up others.  He had drawn them to himself to draw others.  He had loved them to love others and show the same spiritual interest and concern as Jesus himself. 
James Boice wrote of our passage:  “The world does not know what it needs.  It doesn’t even know what it wants.  What it needs and wants (or needs to want) are those relationships” that come through Christ – 

· A relationship with the apostles, accepting the authority of the truth they taught.
· A relationship with others called fellowship in which people share the life God gives through his Son.

· A relationship with God in which he is loved and known as our Father, who has taken us into his heart and home forever.

· A relationship with the world in which our life and words serve to save and give life to others.
The Holy Spirit is at work here, so that one day, our portrait will hang alongside this portrait in Acts.  May the Lord bless us all.
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