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The text of this sermon may be used without first obtaining my permission.  I do ask, however, that if you use any portion of the message for teaching or preaching preparations, that you would e-mail me a brief note to say you are making use of it.  This would be a courtesy and help to me personally.  You will note that in some sermons sections are bracketed between two sets of three asterisks (***).  The purpose is to delineate material that I did not preach, but that is integral to understanding the theology or exegesis of what was preached.  My e-mail address is revyoung@comcast.net  – Rev. Curt Young)

If you think of Pentecost as the occasion of the first apostolic crusade in Jerusalem, here with the healing of the lame man was the second.  Yet this was far more intense than the first. 

Pentecost had its miracle; the disciples spoke in languages they had never learned, so that people who heard them could understand them.  Yes, they were amazed, but there was no deep personal connection between the miracle and the hearers.  Scripture says some even mocked.
There was no mocking in Acts 2.  A man well known by everyone to have been lame from birth, was suddenly leaping for joy and praising God.  Luke uses medical terms to underscore that it was the bones in the man’s ankles that were restored.  
People were left staring, fixated on Peter, John, and the healed man.  This is what provoked Peter to speak:  "Men of Israel, why does this surprise you? Why do you stare at us as if by our own power or godliness we had made this man walk?” (vs. 12)
Notice also the intensity of Peter’s preaching and the way confronted the hearers with their guilt over the crucifixion of Jesus.  At Pentecost (Acts 2: 23) Peter had used emphatic pronoun “you”, and when he said, “and you with the help of wicked men put him to death…”

Here Peter repeats that emphatic “you” four times.  Look with me at verses 13-15:

· You handed him over to be killed

· You disowned him before Pilate, though he had decided to let him go.

· You disowned the Holy and Righteous One and asked that a murderer be released to you. 
· You killed the author of life, but God raised him from the dead.

All this was said within the temple itself, including verse 17 with its reference to the those who were in charge of the temple:  "Now, brothers, I know that you acted in ignorance, as did your leaders,”

Can you imagine the outrage of the Sadducees when they heard Peter had criticized them on their own turf?  This was the event that led to the outbreak of persecution against the church.

And yet I remind you all this happened so unexpectedly, not as part of any plan by the apostles.  Peter and John just happened to be going together to the temple at 3:00 PM, the hour of prayer.  They just happened to run across the lame man.  We call this providence.  Providence is at work in your life as well.

God is constantly providing us with opportunities to bear witness for Christ.  Because we didn’t plan them, we tend to think of them as random and unimportant.  But when the Lord provides an opportunity the last way it should be thought of is as “unimportant”.  This is why Peter would later write reminding all believers, “Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you to give the reason for the hope that you have.”
So when the crowd began pressing in on the three, shocked by what they saw, Peter took the floor and testified of Christ.  He doubly underscored it was the name of Christ and faith in him that had served to heal the man, not some quality in Peter or John.
“By faith in the name of Jesus, this man whom you see and know was made strong. It is Jesus' name and the faith that comes through him that has given this complete healing to him, as you can all see.” (16)
So, why all the intensity surrounding the man’s healing, and Peter’s explanation of it, and hopefully our own consideration of it?  

Because each of us were born into a condition that is just as needy and naturally incurable as that lame man.  Every man and woman is as desperately in need of the power of Christ’s name to restore them as this man who could not walk.  The intensity continues because lame man is you and me in the brokenness of our own sin.
Honestly, the real issue isn’t that because of sin we have problems getting through the day though we do.  There are thousands of remedies out there that promise help or relief – everything from relaxation techniques to recovery groups to medications to counseling.  Many help and many don’t.  To get through the day nothing helps as much as having people love you enough to support you and tell you the truth.
But as I said, the real issue is not that because of sin we have problems getting through the day.  The lame man is a great illustration of this.  Family and friends carried him every day to the temple, but they couldn’t carry him inside.  He was left to beg.  

In Leviticus 21:16-22, the Law decreed that no priestly descendant of Aaron could enter the sanctuary of the Lord if he had a physical defect, though he could perform other ceremonial duties. This was a graphic illustration within the ceremonial law of how God is holy and will not allow what is unholy into his presence.  Judaism had expanded this that no one with any physical defect could enter the temple precincts.  All must be left at the door.

The real issue is being restored to God, his receiving and accepting us with absolute love and mercy in spite of our sins against him.
Even the best human love is no substitute for that love.  It is not the same as God accepting and loving us.

So there he was beside the beautiful gate.  This is often identified with the gate in court of the gentiles.  It was 75 feet high, with wide double doors cast in bronze and beautifully decorated.

Paul would later preach that God is not far from any of us, and profoundly this is true.  This entire creation is our Beautiful Gate.  We sit here and admire how beautiful and satisfying it is to study.  It stirs in us a sense of wonder and a spiritual longing for eternal life, but it does not satisfy that longing.  Because it is a witness to the God who may be known, not the reality.  Like that great bronze door overlaid with gold and silver, and requiring twenty men to open it, it was nonetheless a witness to what lay beyond itself.
So the man begged and people walked by occasionally tossing him a coin, or perhaps offering a kind word.  Isn’t this the way you experience life?  When you reveal your brokenness and sinfulness to others, what happens?  Other than offering a kind word or perhaps giving you some free advice, don’t they keep their distance?  Don’t they relate to you differently from then on?  Doesn’t that keep you from opening up when you are crying out on the inside?  We all try so hard to look like we have it so together.
Peter didn’t keep his distance from the lame man.  He commanded the man to look at him, not to turn the spotlight on himself but on Christ – without concern that this man’s problem might be too large a burden for him to handle, or too difficult to heal.  
No, he commanded the man to look at him, in the same way he commanded him to walk, “in the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth”.   That means through Jesus, on the basis of who he is, what he has done, the power he has, the promises he makes.

He said, “Silver or gold I do not have…”  I don’t have what you think you need or what you find most valuable.  I don’t have what you think will bring you security or the greatest help.  I have something far greater for you, something you have not imagined.

“In the name of Jesus Christ Nazareth, walk.”  As Peter helped him up the man felt the power of Christ healing him, he must have felt himself to be the most loved and favored person in the world because he was experiencing Jesus’ love and favor for himself.

This is how Christ calls people today in the Gospel, in the message he has given the church to give to the world – without fear that anyone’s sins may be too many or too terrible for him to forgive, without concern there is anyone anywhere whom he cannot restore to God.   

The reality is even greater than this.  As Peter in Jesus’ name drew the beggar to himself, the same is true for us.  For you to draw near to Christ means Christ has drawn you near to him.  For you to rejoice in his mercy and the forgiveness promised in his name means that Christ has had mercy and bestowed forgiveness on you.  For you to believe in him means he has restored your heart.  An unseen hand has taken hold of you.
That is why there is such joy in asking, “Will you draw near to Christ to restore you?”  “Will you rejoice in him?”  “Will you believe in him?”  Because it is the work of God you respond, “Yes!”
Peter emphasizes faith in the name of Jesus.  He underscores that it was Jesus and faith that comes through him that mattered.  Why?  

Faith may not be the treasure the world seeks after.  It may be satisfied with the gold and silver imbedded in the door.  But faith is the greatest gift of all, because it is through faith in Christ that we are restored to God.  Through faith we enter beyond the door to know eternal life.  
Luke underscores how joyful the healed man was.  Look with at verses 8 and 11, and where he headed in joy.

Verse 8:  “He jumped to his feet and began to walk and went with them into the temple courts, walking and jumping and praising God!”
You see where he went?  Into the temple.  

Verse 11:  While the beggar held on to Peter and John, all the people were astonished and came running to them in the place called Solomon’s Colonnade.”  He was inside the walls, where he had never been seen before.  This must have added to shock of those who knew him, to see him standing, there.

Do you remember Solomon’s Colonnade?  In John 10: 23 ff, Jesus had just healed a man born blind.  We are then told: 

“Jesus was in the temple area walking in Solomon's Colonnade.  The Jews gathered around him, saying, "How long will you keep us in suspense? If you are the Christ, tell us plainly."  Jesus answered, "I did tell you, but you do not believe. The miracles I do in my Father's name speak for me…Do not believe me unless I do what my Father does…But if I do it, even though you do not believe me, believe the miracles, that you may know and understand that the Father is in me, and I in the Father.” 

Now from there again, Peter spoke:  "Men of Israel, why does this surprise you? Why do you stare at us as if by our own power or godliness we had made this man walk?  The God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, the God of our fathers, has glorified his servant Jesus.” (Acts 3:12-13)

What a grand vindication of the truth Jesus had spoken on that very spot.  If you want to enter the true temple, you must come by faith through Christ.  Where there is faith in Christ, there the mercy of God abounds, to forgive, restore and welcome the formerly lame into his presence, as his own forever.
I urge you all, be restored to God.  Receive the gift of faith and believe in Christ.  Be baptized and receive the Holy Spirit.  Join the throng of those who rejoice and leap and live!
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